"All One?" 
John 17:21$. "That they may all be one." 

Most of us have perhaps looked at the official emblem or insignia 
of the United Church of Christ and have noticed the wording printed around 
the oater edge of the emblem. In case you cannot remember what it says, 
it states, "That they may all be one." This is taken from the first portion 
of the ":21st verse of the 17th chapter of the Gospel according to John, which 
we read as our Scripture for this morning. This &as formed a part of the 
prayer which Jesus was. praying before His arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

This statement should raise questions in the minds of people as to just 
what it means. In the emblem of the U.St.C. is it to imply or to mean that 
all Christians are to be members of the United Church of Christ? Did Jesus 
mean it in this sense or was there another thought behind it 2 

Well, if we compare this to other statements that He made in the New 

Testament, we can readily see that this statement, "That they may all be 

one," ties in with His total thinking along a certain line. We read for 

instance in Mark 16:15, "Go ye into -,11 the world and preach the Gospel 

to every creature." Now the question arises, "Was Jesus saying that by 

preaching the Gospel to all meh mankind, that "They would all become one?" 

Did He mean that everyone would become a Christian, merely by the telling 

of the Gospel? The answer is surprisingly, that many, many will hear the 

Word and reject it completely. He spe&led this out in the parable of the 

householder, where the owner built a winepress, and planted vines and leased 

it to tenants. When he sent his servants to collect the.'fruits due him, 

the tenants killed the servants, So he sent still. others and these were 

killed as well, finally in desperation he sent his son to them believing 

that they would spare him. But the wicked tenants killed him as well. 

J us was comparing this parable to Himself and how men would reject Him, 

both in His own time and in the future. 

that some will reject the Saviour, 
But since we are aware sSxiia. , xXKtxsJs±sxxs£x±sxBai does not mean 

that we must abandon all efforts to reach mankind. It only makes it that 
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much more urgent. The fact that Christiana have used this Scripture over 
a. over does not minimize that it is our supreme task to "Go into all the 



world, and preach the Gospel to every creature." This is known as the Great 
Commission. All else is secondary. 

We need to ask why we haven't Evangelized the world in almost 2000 years. 
In Proverbs 29:18 we read, "Where there is no vision the people perish." 
We do not lack money. Last yesm- churches spent enough money on new buildings 
to evangelize a hundred and eighty worlds this size. We don't lack manpower. 
Missionaries of this and the past generation have led tens of thousands to 

the Lord/ The only bottleneck is that we lack vision a vision to do what 

we have been commissioned to do. 

We must change our merhods. In Roman 13*11 we read, "And that, knowing 
the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is 
hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on 
the armour of light." There are 40,000 missionaries in the whole world of 
5.7 billion people. Last ye P r all of them by conventional means only reached 
one half of one percent of an unevangelized world. As a matter of fact, 
every time somebody was reached for the Lord by conventional jcxHisiEy mission- 
ary work, there were 13 born. 

But there is a Scriptural way to evangelize the world in this generation. 
In Mark 6:39,<t-0 we read, "And He commanded them to make all sit down by com- 
panies on the green grass. And they sat down in ranks by hundreds and by 

fifties." //hen Christ wan faced with feeding the multitudes ' ; o fcnew he had 

use a 
to teK systematic method, hence He seated the people in groups of hundreds 

and fifties. If you will recall the vast numbers of people who came to the 

Billy Graham Crusade in Seoul Korea, you will remember that this method was 

u.,jd to determine how many people were in attendance. This is how they knew 

there were overvlmillion at the one service. Sections were roped off fctaak 

and each section had been measured and determined that it would hold so many 

people. Thus the knowledge of a fairly accurate head count. 
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Well, this is what Jesus was doing, and the disciples said, send them qway, 
E Jesus said the multitude must be fed. 

One way in which the multitude will be fed is by the every home crusade 
sponsored by the World Literature Crusade. In our Scripture for this morning 
we read as I said before Jesus praying to His Father, "That they may all be 
one; as Thou Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that they m Q y be one in Us; 
that the world may believe that Thou hast sent He." In other words in a 
united effort we can do it. 415 denominations are coo%rating in a program 
known as every home crusade, which is a systematic effort to place two Gospel 
booklets in every home in a nation. Every prisoner, hospital patient, univ- 
ersity student and seaman is reached. Also a very thorough follow-up program 
is given to all new converts. .Bvery day Imillion new people are reached 
systematically with a printed Gospel message, written in their own language 
so they can understand tt. For those who cannot read, talking messages are 
Y ; .ng prepared along with a picture type of booklet. These talking messages 
are low cost cassesttes of some kind. The bauty of this program is that the 
booklets are printed in the nation in which they are distributed. The print, 
the ink, and the paper are na±± supplied by the nation involved. The work of 
preparing, printing and distributing is all handled bybnative born people. 
Thus, the progaam cannot be accused of being foreign or snt being pushed by 
outside people. So far, one billion, one hundred and seventy million 
people, one third of the world have been systematically reached, and the 
World Literature Crusade is averaging 30 to 35 thousand written decisions 
each month. 

Now why is literature the answer instead c£ conventional missionary methods? 
First, it greatly multiplies a missionary's outreach. It means that many 
thousands more can be reached that would be possible in the lifetime of that 
nu,.jsionary. Second, it makes missionaries out of tens of thousands of 
dedicated national Christians. It puts more people into the spreading of 
the Word, than have ever worked at it before. And third, it enables a person 
to ponder and re-read what Christ has sfiiBfered to those who put their trust in 
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Him. In the privacy of their homes the people can make their decision, spoke 
t oy the Holy Spirit, without pressure of anji kind. 

In John 17 :4-, Jesus prayed, "I have glorified Thee on earth: I have 
finished the work which Thou gavest me to do." World Literature Crusade 
provides tons of literature free of charge to your missionaries O long with 
the methodology to reach every man. Five dollars will provide the Gospel to 
1000 people. Every Christian could provide 12,000 people with the Gospel 
next year for §e 5 dollars a month and the finishing of the task that God 
gave to man could be accomplished. 

I wonder how many of you saw the telecast on August 25 for 5 hours on 
WIIC. If you saw all of it or part of it, would you please raise your hands. 
Thank you. Now I suppose you were wondering what the change in the usual 
style of sermon was all about. Well, it came about because I had a free 
lunch. World Literatuee Crusade sponsored a luncheon in Pittsburgh prior to 
4 "25, while I was on vacation. Selected ministers and wives were invited. 
3o qHirley and I went. .7IIC picked up the tab for the luncheon and for the 
five hours of telecasting on Aug. 25. 3o you can see there are still some 
people who are interested in spreading the Gospel. Immediately following the 
luncheon after the mi ssion of World Literature Crusade had been explained to 
all of us, we were asked if perhaps we would share it with our people. So, 
since I was full, and sort of felt an obligation I volunteered to share it 
with you, and thus this measage. 

If any of you would be interested in supporting this work we could supply 
you with the address so you could do with it as you saw fit. Now mind, I am 
not soliciting money for anyone, I am merely making you aware of a worldwide 
effort to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, When you stop to think that one 
mailing and preparation of the Readers Digest, the paper, the print, the ink, 
t'w« packaging and so on, could give the Gospel message to 8 billion people 
which is HHH&kBixiimKXHSXMajiyx^KH^iK twice the number of people in the world 
today, when you consider this, you can realize how we waste millions of dol- 
lars, while the world all around us falls apart for lack of something to hang 
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ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Butlep, Pennsylvania 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTEn PENTECOST SEPTEMnfiR S, 1^7^ 

Rev. Ralph C. Link, Faetoh 
Mrs, Marilyn Stephenson, Organist 
Mr. Ralfh Cooper, Choir Director 
Chris Camfrell, Nancy Link - Acolytes 

ORDER Of MORSHfF I I {00 A.M. 
Freluoe Music: "Litany hf the Bells* Baylor 
"Aoagi n" Martin 

Si lent Frayer 
•Processional Hymn Nn* I "HnLV, H-ly, Hily," 
■ascription - Choral Amen 

*ExHnRTATtnN 

•CoWTEBBlnN (In UnISon) "Forgive us, Gnp, f^R ur 
FEEPLE ANO WEAK EFFORTS TO GLORIFY THEE, We W^ULP 
MAGNIFY THY NAME, HUT I'VE ERR ANP STUMPLE ALONG THE 
WAY. ^E HAVE set up ->ur altar, RUT WE HLUNOER AS WE 

call upon Thee, Take away ^ur prite ano make us humble 

PERSONS, WORTHY of WORSHIPING Thy HOLY NaMe. TeaCH US 
THE ,w ay of the Master. Grant ub a touch of his humility 
ANP GIVE US A PhRtION OF HIS GPfiCE.. Open THE PAGES 
OF HIS LIFE ANP HELP US Ti SEE THE SECRETS WHICH PREW 

him uttTf* Thee- Anp may we, through meekness, learn the 

WAY HE MOULT l?l n US TAKE, AMEN. " 

*Kyr,e (Choir, Congregation *np Pastor) 

•AbeurancE of Farhpn - Chip pal Amen 

*Pr>|8E 

*Fastoh: '0 Loro open ^ur lips. 

*Pe"ple* Anp our mouth shall sh^w f^rth thy praise 
•Dtxology No. 55' 
Scripture Lessen; John I7 : ' _ 23 
Hymn No. 380 "0 Zion, haste, thy mission" 
"Affirmation nr iur FaIth (Apostles' CoEer ) 
•Gloria Fatri 
*Call to Prayer 



•Faster 
*Feople 

*F AST OF. 
RAYER ANP F 



The LnRn be with 
An-- with thy spirit 
Let u-b Fray, 
ayer Response 



ou. 



Offer I ng 

Or fe rtohv : "Melpp i e" Tec ha t kowsky 

Anthem: "At Worship" Thompson 
Sermon: "ALL ONE?" 

FRAYED ANP L^HC'S ffjsvtfl 

*Hymn t Detication No. 393 "0 brother man" 
*Benemctiiw and Three Folp Amen 
Organ Fr>BTLUP£. "GnANr Chdrus in A Minor" Demurest 

_ ______ *CoNGOEGAT ION StaNpING - 

The Ltivelv Flowers on the Altar have reen placep hv 
Mrs. Grace RirrLE in memory of "Lp.vep Ones'* 

Serving as Ushers yt-ay are: *.Vallv Ferer, Jphn 
Snow, Mont MacKinney, James MaLonev, Steve Vargo. 

Deacon ANr Mrs. Charles Fenar will represent Council 

AT THE POOR TODAY. 

SHORT CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 

W0RSHIF SERVICE TODAY, 
The attendance laet SuNpav was I&3- 
Nursery will, he PROviPEr to^ay ry Barb Vargo anp 
Karen Kennepy. 
-Hospitalized: Mrs. Eleanor McWilliams - St. Msrgaret'b 

Hospital - Pittsburgh. Mr. Leo Balpauf - V*A. 
-^ for past h weeks. Mrs, CvNr i e Syrert - BCMH - 
Daughter - Jennifer Marie born qorn Sept. 5 " 
Congratulations. ******* ft"***-. 
We wish to Congratulate Mr. & Mrs. Rov PfLugh on 

THCin 5UtH WErriNG ANNIVERSARY TOrAY - BeSt WtSHES 
ANO MANY MORF:. 

« Friday - 8:00 - ARC Wejner Roabt and Hay Ripe at 
the Harry Fry resipenie - fin i ng your own Hot Ooea 
A«r Buns* The Harry Fry's am" Boo KnaUer's are in 

CHARGE op THE ARRANGEMENTS. Th I S WILL RE FOR AoULTS 
ONLY - ONLY ONE WAGON CnuLr HE ORTA1NEP. 

Ne*t Sunpay - Sept. (5 - The Youth Fellowship will 
have their first organizational meeting for gra n es 
7 and up - They will elect officers* 

LAOIEB TON't FORGET - THE SnUP ANr SaL»D W|t»L nE 

coming up snoN - Oct* 15th. Items shoulp qe startep 
for the Bazaar tafile- See article un^er Women's 
Fellowship - Anyone having vegetables - please call 
Lois Wogan (2S?^I032) - every little hit helps. 
Remember - Sun. 22 - Congregational Dinner - 5*3^ 
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Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his 1 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



